Green Team (Inaugural ) Meeting 

Sep 6, 2016
People Present:

Kim B., K(?) B. ,Carl B., Ruth C., Patty R., Phil F., Bob B., Will C., Margaret C., Lee L., Martha O

Next meeting date: October 25 (Enter by the side door to avoid conflicting meetings with main room)

WHO WE ARE:

Green Team is an in house, ad hoc AFM committee, working as an “Environmental Conscience” for the meeting, to make recommendations for the meeting, and for households, pertaining to Climate Change. We ask to be under the care of Ministry and Worship.
The WORSHIP SHARING:

The Sense of the Meeting came to us through the final message from Spirit, at the end of our Worship Sharing:
· While the Climate Stewards arose from the AFM, and they have created a forum for communication, education and advocacy in the Community, has this work moved the needle? We are challenged to ask, what have we accomplished? It has provided education, web site, leadership and support for marches in New York, D.C. and on lawyer’s mall.  It is time to step up the action.
· By this we mean it is time to take creative, non-violent direct actions, in order to get the message out. 

· We need to awaken others to the peril at hand. 

· We need to acknowledge and speak out about the fact that our political system is broken and it is not functioning.  We cannot wait for politicians to lead us.
· As Quakers, we have a tradition of leading the ways through these kinds of actions, even breaking the law, as in the cases of the Civil Rights Movement, and The Underground railroad. 

· We are at that time now, in order to move the needle.

This work needs a/the community. It is too overwhelming (and impossible) to tackle alone.  But sometimes it begins with one person stepping up.

· Example of Mother Theresa, going into Calcutta slums, and now her order is fastest growing.

· Can we be that ripple?

Our Environmental Trail: 

· Is now the AFM and UU trail.  We no longer mention any other users other than UU and AFM membership; This is because UU fears making it “Public” because of liability. However, as a public trail, County covers insurance for mishaps (rather than the UU and AFM congregations, if the trail is privately owned.)

· Apply for rain tax money (UU received $100,000 for rain gardens and permeable driveway)

Our Unexamined Habits:

· Carpooling: one Sunday / month (biggest consumption of energy is car travel)
· Map of AFM addresses Carpool trails (Thanks to Carl and Bob)

· Inviting other churches on the block to participate with us
· “Friendly Wheels” (includes some biking in)

· Recycling at parties, Food Court.  Considering bringing one’s own recycle bag.
The Media:

· Immigration, Fires and Floods are not being reported as related to Climate change and Global warming. What can we do to communicate these connections to more people?

· Annapolis and Elsewhere: signs to show where the water levels will be with the rise of sea levels

Providing Educational Opportunities: (NOTE: CSGA does a great job of this!!)
· Consumers of Energy need Education Re “Choice Points” 

· Raise awareness of these choices and their implications (e.g. 10-20 year life of a car; new roof)
· Counteract: “If there is no public policy on the matter, then I am not responsible.”

· Change will not come from politicians until the people pressure them to make these changes, so educating the public is paramount.

· Counteract: “If I do my part, it is enough.”

· If we are not affected directly by climate change (yet), we have to activate our compassion.
· People can feel overwhelmed by the world’s issues, but can often connect to concrete tasks (but we need both, as in Active Hope)

· Riding a bike, using cloth diapers on kids, water saving, rain collection

· “Our Environment Matters” could be a banner, too

· providing meetings for learning for AFM and local churches

· learning how to use technology to avoid the complexities of arranging face to face meetings, where possible, which lowers the carbon/fossil fuel usage

· Faith communities offer a fertile ground for educating people about climate change and related issues. There is an openness to being asked to do things out of good conscience

· CSGA Donations of Solar Panels to Youth Groups and Camps (Thank you to Bob B!)  See http://aprs.org/camp-solar.html
· Press Releases for Curtis Bay
· “Energy Choices” – Title of pamphlet manuscript submitted to Pendle Hill for consideration by Bob Bruninga.

· Context: Increasing the sense of urgency to increase responses
· Will’s book

· CSGA Climate Stewards of Annapolis

· Other Organizations to partner with

· CEIG C….. Environment Interfaith Group

· IPL Interfaith Power and Light

· Green Faith
Our Facilities:
· How do we make even better use of our facilities at AFM, for the community?

· Using the Trail

· Vandalized Electric Stations (not here, but elsewhere)
Events:

· Plan neighborhood Night Out in good weather

· National Drive Electric: an electric car for everyone now  (at City Dock)
· AFM: Meting for Learning Sep 11 : Climate Change for Quakers

· Upcoming CSGA events (see agenda and Phil’s updates)

Other Resources:

Global Warming: The Answer, Will Chandler

