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Reimbursement for EVs plugged into existing 120v Federal Outlets
Why the GAO ruling does not apply

ISSUE:  The GAO was asked in 2010 by the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) if “its appropriated funds were available for the installation on the Capitol grounds of battery recharging stations for privately owned hybrid or electric vehicles (EVs) of employees or Members of Congress.”
5 November 2012 (rev b2)
DECISION:  The GAO responded that the AOC ”may not use appropriated funds to install battery recharging stations for privately owned hybrid or electric vehicles on Capitol grounds nor establish a program where employees reimburse AOC for costs related to the use of recharging stations for employees’ personal vehicles.”  


http://www.gao.gov/decisions/appro/320116.htm
DISCUSSION:  Throughout the details of the GAO’s Digest, Decision, Background, and Discussion, every sentence was with respect to “the installation of recharging stations”.   As background, these recharging stations (upper left) are specialized, expensive, fast, high capacity hardware costing on the order of $5000 to $10,000 each, installed.  Any sentient reader of that Decision, including General Counsel for the DOE, can only conclude that the scope of that decision only applies to “the purchase and installation of recharging stations… for privately owned EVs” , nothing else.
Yet, federal agencies in the Capitol area (NIH, PTO, USNA, etc) are extrapolating this narrow GAO decision to block employees from plugging into existing 120v convenience outlets at work.  These employees are trying to comply with the Federal Executive Order 13514 “ordering a clean energy economy” and … “involving Federal employees in achievement of these goals”.  Specifically, by “using low green house gas emitting vehicles,” by “actively supporting lower-carbon commuting,”… and by “implementing innovative practices to address green house gas emissions…” http://www.epa.gov/oaintrnt/practices/eo13514.htm

This has nothing to do with Charging Stations.  These employees simply request permission to plug-in to existing 120v convenience outlets (upper right) and to pay the government for the cost of electricity via existing government procedures already in place that allow the reimbursement by employees for the use of government facilities (including utilities) for personal use.  For example, US Naval Academy Instruction 7820.3.  [http://www.usna.edu/AdminSupport/instructions/7000-7999/7820-3%20CH-1.pdf]
EV’s come with a standard 120v cord for trickle charging while parked.  Every such 120v cord is specified at 12 amps, the same power drawn by a coffee pot, shop-vac or any other electrical appliance plugged into a standard 15 amp 120v outlet.  No specialized infrastructure or wiring is required.  Plugging in an EV to an existing 120v outlet is no different than plugging in a cell phone, laptop, or coffee pot.
DOE Finding:   DOE General Counsel limits the scope of the GAO decision and has determined that employees may not only plug-in, but  may also use government installed charging stations purchased and installed for government vehicles.  And further that DOE may install additional outlets for employees. https://federalfleets.energy.gov/sites/default/files/static_page_docs/doe_evcharging_policy.pdf
CONCLUSION:  The GAO decision is limited in scope and says nothing that prohibits or even mentions  plugging in an employee EV (commuting appliance) into an existing 120v convenience outlet, nor prohibiting government agencies from using existing procedures for employee reimbursement for the use of government facilities (including utilities).
